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COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
June 30, 2003 

West Modesto Community Center 
401-E Paradise Road 
Modesto, CA 95351 

 
Members Present: John Walker, MD (Chair), George Skol (Vice Chair), Rebecca Barton-
Nicholes, Supervisor Pat Paul, Sallie Perez, Margaret Szczepaniak, and Dan Souza, 
LCSW. 
 

Members Absent: Bea Acosta and Martin Petersen. 
 

Staff Present: John Sims, Executive Director; Jack Doering, Assistant County Counsel; 
Brenda Priest-O’Brien, Accountant; Erica Inacio, Confidential Assistant; and Dan Rosas, 
Staff Services Coordinator. 
 

I. Chair Walker called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  Commissioners and staff 
were introduced.   

 

II. Consent Calendar     
 

Two items were pulled off the consent calendar: 
• Administrative Committee Minutes – Commissioner Souza requested for the 

minutes to reflect that he was not present when the Committee was 
presented with the request from Sierra Vista. 

 

• The Letter of Request from the Associated Press (AP) – The letter was 
removed from the consent calendar for discussion purposes only.  The 
Commission was informed that Mick Krausnick, County Counsel, has replied 
to AP and is working with Commission staff on gathering the information 
requested.  

 
Moved Skol, Seconded Szczepaniak.  The Consent Calendar, as amended,   
was unanimously approved. 

 

III. Agenda Items 
 

A. The Chair, Dr. Walker, commended Robert H. Allaire for his dedication and 
leadership while forming part of the Commission Staff.  The Commission 
presented Robert with a plaque of recognition and wished him the best in his 
retirement. 

 

B. Approval of the Commission Meeting Minutes for May 27, 2003. 
Moved on Consent. 

 

C. Executive Director’s Report 
 

1. The Commission approved the establishment of four Commission 
Committees: Executive, Administrative & Finance, Evaluation & 
Planning, and the Health & Education.  An outline of the committees’ 
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assignments was also proposed and approved.  The Commission was asked to 
utilize the committees as a means of providing detailed reviews of proposed agenda 
items and matters of interest to the Commission.  
Moved Skol, Seconded Barton-Nicholes.  Unanimously approved. 

 

2. The Commission approved the request from Sierra Vista for up to $15,000 to replace 
materials and equipment destroyed in a May 2003 fire.  The Commission limited the 
reimbursement to materials and equipment directly related to services for children 0-
5 and their parents. It prohibited reimbursement that supplants insurances, other 
reimbursements, or other donations, however it did allow for Commission funds to be 
used for the difference between the replacement costs of an item and its insured 
cost.  The Administrative Committee was authorized to approve disbursements of 
funds for this purpose.  The Executive Director was authorized to amend the master 
Contract with Behavioral Health & Recovery Services to pass these funds through to 
Sierra Vista.  

 

Moved Skol, Seconded Barton-Nicholes.  Unanimously Approved.  Abstained 
Souza.  

 

3. The Commission approved a recommended budget of $10,386,883 for FY 
2003/2004 by categories to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest.  The 
Commission directed staff to work with the Administrative & Finance Committee to 
implement the 2003/2004 Budget.  

 

The approval took place in the following order:   
 

• The FY 2003/2004 base budget for the Stanislaus County Children & Families 
Commission is to be established as follows:  $8,499,202 in revenue appropriations 
and $7,266,828 in expenditure appropriations.    

 

Moved Skol, Seconded Szczepaniak.  Unanimously approved.  
 

• $50,000 in expenditure appropriations for the GIS Program to be added to the 
2003/2004 Budget for a total of $7,316,828.  

 

Moved Szczepaniak, Seconded Souza.  Unanimously approved. (Abstained 
Paul)  

 

• $299,520 in expenditure appropriations for the Children’s Crisis Center to be 
added to the 2003/2004 Budget for a total of $7,616,348.  

 

Moved Paul, Seconded Souza.  Unanimously approved. (Abstained Skol) 
 

• $431,981 in expenditure appropriations for the BHRS Master Contract to be 
added to the 2003/2004 Budget for a total of $8,048,329.  

 

Moved Perez, Seconded Skol.  Unanimously approved.  (Abstained Souza) 
 

• $1,238,554 in expenditure appropriations for the School Readiness Initiative 
Program to be added to the 2003/2004 Budget for a total of $9,286,883.  

 

Moved Paul, Seconded Szczepaniak.  Unanimously approved.  (Abstained 
Perez) 

 

• $1,100,000 in expenditure appropriations for the HSA (Healthy Cubs) Program to 
be added to the 2003/2004 Budget for a total of $10,386,883. 

 

Moved Barton-Nicholes, Seconded Souza.  Unanimously approved.  (Abstained 
Szczepaniak and Walker) 
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4. The Commission was informed that the follow up to the March 22, 2003, Planning 
Day has been scheduled for August 27, 2003, based on their feedback on the survey 
conducted by Commission staff. 

 
D. Committee Reports 
 

1. The Commission accepted the minutes for the Administrative Committee Meeting 
held on June 12, 2003.   
 

Approved on consent with an amendment to the minutes reflecting that 
Commissioner Souza was not present when the Sierra Vista request was presented 
to the Committee. 

 

2. The Commission accepted the June 17, 2003, Minutes of the Ad Hoc Planning 
Committee, for the Annual Conference. 

 

 Moved on Consent. 
 

E. Program Reports 
 

1. The Commission accepted a monthly report from the CARES Project.  
 Moved on Consent. 
 

2. The Commission accepted a monthly report from Stanislaus County Office of 
Education. 

 Moved on Consent. 
 

3. United Way of Stanislaus County 
 

a. The Commission approved for The Bridge Program of the Healthy Families to be 
funded for another year (July 2003 – June 2004), with the condition that this 
program demonstrates improvement in their accounting and evaluation systems 
by December 1, 2003.  The Executive Director was instructed to consult with 
CSU-Stanislaus for Public Policy Studies regarding an evaluation plan and 
instructed the United Way of Stanislaus County to convene the Pilot Program 
Review Team to review this pilot at least every six months and file a report with 
the Commission.  

 

Moved Skol, Seconded Paul.  Unanimously approved.  
 

IV. Correspondence 
 

A. The Commission accepted a thank you card from a stipend recipient of the CARES 
Project.    

 

Moved on Consent.  
 

B. The Commission accepted a letter of request from the Associated Press.   
 

Moved on Consent.   
 

V. The Commission held a public hearing on the California Children & Families Commission 
Annual Report for FY 2001/2002.   There were no public comments but the Chair of the 
Commission stated that this information was really helpful and commended the staff for a job 
well done on submitting the information to the state.   

 

VI. Public Comment Period – No comments.  
 

VII. Commissioners’ Report – None.     

Meeting adjourned by Chair Walker at 5:30 p.m. 


